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Contemporary Art Practices
Four Primary Operations
Reenactment
Reenactment is a technique whereby contemporary artists perform a new version of old events. “Reenactment emerges as a way of producing difference from repetition, of producing the new from old at a time when notions of novelty and originality are held under suspicion” (Balsom 117). It is also evident that reenactment can cause people to question future events since it glorifies the past.
Interviewing 
Interviews provide opportunities for artists to engage with people who have connections with past events. These artists connect the lives of these individuals with the film or artwork produced (Balsom 118). It means that the artists are likely to establish social relations with the interviewed hence facilitating the easier circulation of images and other experiences in work. Therefore, personal experience plays a great role in the appropriation of older films.
Recycling
Artists are capable of using footage from existing films to create new films. A lot of films have found their way on the internet and galleries due to this technique. Recycling has also become successful due to the advancement in technology. For instance, artists can easily use DVDs, the internet, and editing software to recycle older films (Balsom 117). 

Translation
Artists also utilize cross-medium procedures of translation when remaking a preexisting film. The translation is usually done to mimic some aspects of the older film (Balsom 120). For instance, some artists translate the closing sequences of a preexisting film into relevant drawings or objects whose translations maintain the originality of the older films.
The reason why Contemporary Artists Appropriate the Film of the Past
Contemporary artists appropriate the films of the past because they aim at using such information to reconstruct the present and the future. “The only access to the past is through a representation of it” (Balsom 117). This quote indicates that contemporary artists can only enlighten modern population on past events through reviving ancient films.  
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